{ In all cultures, clumps of ancient

trees have inspired religious awe.
In Rome, certain oak tress were
sacred to Ceres, goddess of
vegetation.

It is easy to imagine how some
free-thinking unbeliever might have
made fun of this superstitious tree-

orship, then to everyone's spiteful

delight, come to a sticky end.



Vocabulary

Before we begin reading, let's
look at some words that we are

going to come across in the
story.




Copse [ kops ] sHow IPA o)

noun

a thicket of small trees or bushes; a small wood.




Vocabulary

S pi n ney [ spin-ee ] sHOWIPA o)

noun, plural spin-neys. British. N

a small wood or thicket.




Vocabulary

haCK1 [ hak ] sHow IPa «)

verb (used with object)

to cut, notch, slice, chop, or sever (something) with or as with heavy, irregular blows (often
followed by up or down):
fo hack meat; to hack down trees.

to break up the surface of (the ground).




Vocabulary

jeer [ jeer ] sHowiPA «)

verb (used without object)

to speak or shout derisively; scoff or gibe rudely:
Don't jeer unless you can do better.

verb (used with object)
to shout derisively at; taunt.
to treat with scoffs or derision; mock.

to drive away by derisive shouts (followed by out of, off, etc.):
They jeered the speaker off the stage.




Vocabulary

contem ptuous [ kuhn-temp-choo-uhs | sHow IPA o)

adjective

showing or expressing contempt or disdain; scornful; disrespectful.




THE MAN WHO
CUT DOWN
TREES

ERISYCHTHON PAYS A TERRIBLE PRICE

In-the— days when even the trees worshipped the gods
of Rome, their first love was for Ceres, goddess of
vests, guardian of the seasons, bringer of fruitfulness.
Imgﬂ)and breadth of the Roman world, copses
' were held sacred to Ceres: no one was

1, when he looked at a tree did
riestesses, hands upraised in

3 'S . He saw firewood.




=2 S AN WHO CUT Dowy TREES

“The tree is f?lccding, Fa';]'lcr."’ sl s dittle daughives Melia_
“you are murdering the trece!

“Sap. Nothing but sap,” said the woodcutter, who did not believe
Bl e=d. "Axe you as stupid as the rest of these
supersﬁtious fools?”

The oak tree groaned in agony as the axe cleaved to B e
ring, to the oldest central timber. The crowd began to jeer and throw clods
of earth, trying to make him stop, but Erisychthon only came after them
with his axe and chased them away. Then, with a great noise like a ship
foundering, the ocak tree fell, spil]ing its green tresses along the ground.

Erisychthon began to chop at the next tree, and the next.

Not until all the trees lay lopped and logged did Ceres happen by and
see the crime Erisychthon had committed. She saw the leaves like spilled
teardrops; she saw the blood on the grass, and she wondered what manner

| of man had done this to living, holy trees. “Only an empty man, a heartless
| man, a hollow man could have done this,” she concluded.










S E GRCEARD BOOK OF ROMAN MYTHS
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Vocabulary

In fact he shouldered his axe and whistled his way
to a circle of ancient oaks, and there he began to hack

at one so hard that the whole copse shuddere

ShUdder [ shuhd-er | sHowipa «)




Vocabulary

ShUdder [ shuhd-¢r ] showrea )

Which of the following words would

best replace the word ghudden?

shiver




Vocabulary

ShUdder [ shuhd-¢r ] showrea )

We can add a suffix onto the word
shudder, to change the tense.

d

-€




Vocabulary
ShUdder [ shuhd-¢r ] showrea )

Ceres began shuddering when she saw

the horrifying sight of the chopped trees.

-ing




Vocabulary
ShUdder [ shuhd-¢r ] showrea )

Create a sentence with your partner

using the word shudder or shudder
with a suffix added to it.




