
Exploring how language has been used for effect in The 

Highwayman 

 

 

1. Red is used repeatedly in the poem.  

a) How many references to red, or shades of it, can you find? 

b) What do you associate the colour red with? 

c) Why do you think Alfred Noyes chose to mention red so much in his poem? 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

  

a) What type of figurative language is used in the highlighted line? 
b) What do you think the phrase means? 
c) Why do you think Noyes wanted to have that meaning in his poem? 
 
 
 
 

3. Remember that descriptive language includes figurative language. 

  
 

 

 

  

Look at the stanza above to answer the questions below. 

a) What impression of Tim has the poet created?  And how has he done this? 

b) Why do you think the poet wanted to give those impressions of Tim? 


