
Plastic identification experiment 

Different types of plastic are used to make many everyday objects but do you know which plastic is which? Learn how to help the environment as you carry 
out simple tests and use a chart to identify different plastics for recycling. 

 

 

 
polystyrene polythene Polyvinyl chloride polyester 

 
Plastic A Plastic B Plastic C Plastic D 

Does it float?     

Does it snap?     

Does it show stress 
whitening? 

    

What plastic do you think it 
is? 

    


