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Subtract 1 Digit from 2 Digits
Diving into Mastery - Diving
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts
Children use number bonds, place value knowledge, partitioning 
and counting skills to subtract. Children will need a ten-frame 
and nine counters.

Where should Jill start her jump?

Which way will she jump — forwards or backwards?

Why do you think that?

Can you use your ten-frame and counters to partition nine so 
that the first jump will land on a multiple of ten?

Which multiple of ten comes before 37?

Where has Jill landed?

Show Jump Back Jill how she could 
subtract on these number lines. 
Remember to land on a multiple of 10 first.
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Subtract 1 Digit from 2 Digits
Diving into Mastery - Deeper
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts
Children use the strategies they are now fluent with to check 
subtraction calculations. They use mathematical language to 
explain whether they are right or wrong and how they know. 
For the incorrect calculations, the children may be able to spot 
the mistake that has been made – for example, adding instead 
of subtracting, or subtracting too much. Children may need ten-
frames, counters and number lines to check the calculations.

How can you tell if the calculation is correct?

What strategies could you use?

Can you convince me it is correct?

Can you prove it is wrong?

Where do you think Ben has gone wrong? 

Can you find the correct answer?

Was Anna right when she spotted three mistakes?

How many mistakes did Ben make?

Ben has been subtracting 1-digit numbers.

Do you agree with Anna? Prove it. 
Correct any mistakes Ben has made.

I think you 
have got 3 of 
them wrong.

45 – 8 = 37

72 – 4 = 76

31 – 6 = 24

94 – 7 = 87

26 – 9 = 17
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Answers

37 – 9 = 28

63 – 6 = 57

54 – 7 = 47

81 – 5 = 76

72 - 4 = 76 and 31 - 6 = 24 are incorrect. The other calculations are correct.

Anna was wrong - Ben made two mistakes, not three.

Possible combinations are:

50 – 2, 51 – 3, 52 – 4, 53 – 5, 54 – 6, 55 – 7, 56 – 8, 57 - 9
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